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s des, that the end may come quickly.
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The other day the Duke of Westmin

great part of his fortune, we are told, "ca
century having married a lady who owne

wealthiest portion of the West End of L
the income is at least £500,000 a year fro
built over upon the short-lease system, t
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The family of the Duke ot V\ estmm

ing that 500 acres of land, but from lettin
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Will some Englishman with a turn

tween the position of the Duke of Westm
under Oom Paul Kruger, for the redress
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The Erli of Trusts.
To the Kditor of the New York Journal: «.

Some weeks ago Governor Voorhees* of NVw .

notion of his State in fostering trusts.
Fie said that "the chief purpose of the eon<

about economy in production." And he added t

"the low prices at which oil aud sugar sell are p
11 'Jul Liirar ^igauin, ^viu'iiuiiiiuu?).

Rut doesn't the publie suffer? Here 1n New
absolute control of the oil trade, has raised the f
ale, thereby compelling the retailers to ask 14 at

years.
Now that the price of oil has followed the u

ow long will it be before sugar follows suit?
When the price of sugar does rise, will there

<vor trusts?
Tt la up* to Governor Voorheem
Norwalk, Conn., Dec. 19.
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PLAIN TALK Will TIE PEOPLE."
Severe Government Rules.
Editor of the New York Journal:
An alien, five feet four inches In height, weight
25 pounds, after a live years' residence in the
Jnlted States applies to a district court, renounces

illogiance to his native sovereign and is admitted
o citizenship. His first act upon becoming a citi:enwas to enter a post office examination for
lerk. He received the required percentage and
x-aa nnnninted to a nosition in the United Slates
jovernment service.
I am an American, live feet three and threc-quar:erinches iu height. weight 125,pounds. I enlisted
n the United States Xavy in answer to a call for
volunteers. I received at the close of the war

(Spanish-American) an honorable discharge for my
services to my country. I applied at the Post
Office for an examination blank to become a clerk,
but was refused, as I was oue-quarter inch below
the required height to handle a tlirce-quarter ounce

letter for the Government.
Yet I was high enough to handle five inch shells

weighing 115 pounds.
So we see where equality ceases to exist, and

one-quarter of an inch in height of a man (the
stay at home) outweighs the patriot's services *o
his country. In conclusion I ask the Journal to
enlighten me as to the reason of discrimination in
height where a man short in stature, physically
ntril ttllU I u ttr 111 j^rrm , 10 imi i vu .u LUI.I t.u,.uv.j,

viz.. post office clerk. C. 1*. 0.
Dec. 23.
There is no provision for the exercise of

judgment in such cases by the Government.
A soldier, no matter how small physically,
may earn all kinds of medals for heroism in

the service of his country, but this counts
not a jot in his application to that same

Government in times of peace for an ordinary
clerkship. |{ *

Governments have no heart in war, no consciencein peace. They exist by1 vote and

regulation, and unless you have the support
of some Congressman or person of influence

your application will count for no more than

that of a wild Cossack of the steppes who
has just been admitted to citizenship.

Alphonso In Searcti or a lauor.
K(11tor of the Now York Journal:

1 will give to the charity fund five dollars if you
will toll me where in New York City I can find a

good tailor.cutter and fitter. Also an additional
dollar if you will tell me what hat is standard
and up-to-date; I mean derby, that takes the lead.
One more dollar if you will state what shoe, i. e.,
the last, most, predominates among business men.

I am no dude, but I would like to know how to

dress and be in the swim, and to appear decently
when found in any city in the United States. I an

a careful reader and admirer of your paper, i
never miss a word of editorial.he is all right.

ALPHONSO.
We should like to earn money for charity

but Alphonso must see on reflection that i

we begin recommending individual tailor;

and hatmakers there would be a riot amonj

the rest of our advertisers...,The best thint
for him to do will be to look in at the Wal

dorf-Astoria, the Stock Exchange and othe:

iilgn-graue jMaees ul aiuuscuicm at.

of the day for which he wishes to be appro

priately dossed, and make mental notes o

the styles of coats,, hats and footgear there

then..decide how much he can afford to la;
out on his own adornment and flit from sho]
to shop until he finds one that comes just uj

to his limit of price.

A New English Recruit.
Editor of the New York Journal:

T am an English boy eighteen years old. and ir
tend to work my way to London to make appl
ration to join the South African army. jCan.yo
tell me what questions I will have to answer b<
fore they accept me?
Also, where did the word "Boer" originate?

, I>eo. 21. STANLEY.
If you are not in good health and are not a

athletic young man they will probably te
t you that you are not wanted without askir

questions.
If you fulfil these two requirements the

will begin by asking your name and if you a

a British subject.
? They will insist upon knowing your exa

r age, your trade, if any, and if you have r

sided in your father's house for three years.
When these questions have been answer<

they will become very stern and threaten y<
P

with two years' imprisonment in case you <

1 not answer truthfully. Then they will beg
S to question you about apprenticeship, impri
1 onment, previous service in. the army, ma

riage and religion.
if vnu can answer these Questions in a sa

isfactory manner you may perhaps ^>e giv<
r the Queen s shilling. If not, they will t<

y you In short order that you are not accep
able.
The word "Boer" is a modification of t

^ Dutch word "Bauer," r "farmer."
ll
c Some Sound Currency Suggestions.

To the Editor of the New York Journal:
I would like to urge you now. anil day by da

H to agitate for what you hare already advoeatec
viz., the conversion of United States bonds,
will nf anv holder, into ourrenrv. aitd the ConYi

sion of this currency back into bonds,
will of any holder, at any time.
The currency question is open,

jl However economically sound may bo the idea
bank currency, the people will not consent

O monopoly currency. \

The need now is of flexibility of currencr

pandirtg and contracting at any 1inie, as Ira
demands.

-s If banks, trust companies, corporations, in
victuals, could at will convert and reconvert.

It above, there would be no currency glut or famii
The Government should be paid for the oxper

and make a profit by withholding interest, so tl
the^onds draw nothing while put up for currem
There is no sense or justice in allowing banks,

any one. to draw double interest.
The above plan meets ail requirements of v

e ume, flexibility and safety.
Now is the very time to urge it vigorously a

n p* iMNiriiny.ia. *>J. O
* Dee. *j:;.

f How She Was Landed.
Ross.So Jeannette married a farmer. 1 thoug

i she said she would rrtarry only a man of eultui
Xell.And so she- did.a man of'agriculture

u Chicago News.

Not Particular.
Brown.I hear Jones is looking around for nf

i quarters.
Smith.Oh. I guess he isn't particular abr

their newness. He borrowed an old one fr<
me this morning..Chicago News.
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4"TWO OF THE PRINCIPALS IN

The Famous Basso, Inspired
Delights His Hearers, and

Sembrich Is th

By Giacomo Minkowsky.
XK who can sing 'II Barbiere di SivigUa'

II can sing* anything." said Rossini, who
wrote this opera in twelve days on a

sick-bed.
Nordkta, who is now almost the only Brunhilde,

would not bo able to sing that great part if she
had not studied Rossini for years. Eduard E)e
Ueszke, who last night at the Metropolitan sang
Basilio in Rossini's masterpiece,'showed where lie
got his ability to manage his big voice as though
it were a light baritone. It was no surprise to me
to hear this great Marcello of "Los Huguenots"
handle his basso profundo in such a mezzo voce

f style, for any artist could recognize that lie. too,
3 had been nurtured on Rossini.

Sembrich, who vies with Melba for honors as

Rosina, last night played the part magnificently.
' In Europe nobody criticises her any more. She is
" a fixed star. Last night's audience.not a large
r one, unfortunately.seemed to have the same disrposition toward her, particularly when she sang

"una voce poco fa." Every one knows this aria.
"What can you si lift?" tho teacher asks <>f his new

f pupil. " 'Una poCo fa.' of course." Most pupils
; "finish" witu it. and then give it up in despair.
v
That is because of the almost insuperable difficultiesin the way of rapid articulation it thrusts

'<* upon the foreigner. To succeed with if is a trillumph for a native Italian. So much the greater
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I PRESUME that there are other places on eartl
as cheerful as New York at Yuleti.de.the grea
Gobi desert, for instance, or I he Athahasc;

!v, barren grounds Imt never having pr"n thosi
1_ places, I cannot say. At the club, however
at 1 beheld dimly a circle of chappies all on tin
gr. verge of a vernal equinox of tears; in the street
at 1 saw no one at nil. Much disordered in mind,

flew up the A.venue, but the blank windows of al
the great houses set saduess clubbing at m;

0f heart. "Whereupon 1 hastened home and poppet
t0 out of sight for the day like a rabbit in a warren

About the only folk in town were the Gtjrncllu
,x_ Vanderbilts, and T suppose they stayed tliere be
ctp cause they were well engaged in their sweet de

mestie duty of christening the seeond child.namet
jj. Grace, after Its mother. Mrs. Bromley and th

as Wilsons were the only people present, all tli

lle other Vanderbilts being away- and otherwise in

lse eligible.
ia^ As T have previously announced, the John daco'
,v A.stors are to quit these shores for the mor

,'n. genial airs of the Mediterranean. Their plans ar

completed, and bar the unforeseen, they will sal

1_ to-morrow. The journey includes something o

St. Moritz, the Riviera, with possibly a ventur

)1(l to Algeria. Egypt and the Nile.- Some time i
February the Nourmahal will go Into commission
when Colonel and Mrs. Astor will voyage throug
' hu MnrUtnnimuAon in nnrnnu rir tvi li q foil* fl'ionils

In contradistinction/ to the elaborate fetes a

Georgian Court I must insinuate some account o
,'1t the entertainment now employing the at.tentio
0 of Mrs. Gould's sister-in-law. Miss Helen Gould

As T have long indicated. Miss Gould cares 11

more for social extravagances, perhaps, than doe
a -Fiji Islander for a pink tea. Thus while on

branch of the Gould family fumed and fretted an

;w planned and sighed for the edification and nee

of those that know everything anil need nothlnj
mt the other quietly anil unostentatiously provide
joj happiness for a host of hapless little miserable!

But I suppose, after all, when we reduce liuma
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LAST NIGHT'S PERFORMANCE OF "LI

with the True Comedian Spii
I it Is the Critical Opinion of Gi
ie Best Rosina on the Public
triumph for Sembrich. It must bo admitted that
the quality of Melba's voice is unique, but as

Itosina she cannot hold her own with Sembrich. 1
In Ihe lesson scene, in which every Itosina inter- {

polates her favorite aria. Sembrich chose last night 1

the boleyo from Verdi's "I Vesprl Sicilian!," It
was a fortunate choice and won her the warmest
annlause of the evening. ,

Salignac made his debut for ihe season as the
Count. This tenor's assurance is often overwhelming.When he first came on the stage, last night
no one doubted that he would win Itosina. Hut
what about his voice? His assurance there was

not so hypnotising. As a tenor-leggere. lie could
have won his bride and still sung more lightly. In
fact he did much more than was required of him

i...v.;vw.l a c- frki* avflninln lii«g

yard-long cadenza, of which the composer was

guiltless. 1 tioted that the public. were not gratefulfor it.
If is not, of course, a crime for a tenor to make

a cadenza in "II Barbere di Siviglia," but this one

antedated Rossini himself.
The aria on Salignac's first entrance, though it,

was not like Angelo Masiui. still showed "school"
and careful study. His recitative with Figaro was

weak. Much of it lay in Ills middle register, which
t'ampanari, with his sonorous voice, easily overshadowed.Safignac's acting as a drunken soldier
was good.

), DREARYCHRISTM

s.A n;;, .* ; ,.n §^v

4 } ^ I

/ LifcirrXoI w Lc-S:, A
/ .ci -av^ ^,-r^4~13i^

JPK' "x

i action to the level of philosophy we can do no

better than by adding happiness to the universe,
t I Miring her theatricals Mrs. Gould appeared quilt
? radiant.
, The l>oc-.Moore wedding at All [souls' on Satur
» day was necessarily quiet, and the astonishment
. expressed in certain quarters at the so-callec
I abruptness of the ceremonial is neither in goof
1 taste nor suitable to the occasion. Miss Moore')

father, .lohn Godfrey Moore, died a little less thar
1 Mx months ago. Miss Moore was in deep mourn

ing. and naturally she eouki not countenance r

s grand affair. Her stepmother, who was Misi
Hartsborne. was with her at the ceremonial, aru

it is unnecessary to add that Mrs. Moore is de
1 voted to botu Mrs. l.ee and Miss Faith Moore, thi
e younger sister. Mrs. Moore, by ihe way, is al
e most the exact age of the two daughters of th<
i- late bankf^. and it was through her companion

ship with ihe two girls that she married Mr
b Moore, many years her senior. Lieutenant-Cole
e nel Lee is now 'Military Attache at the British Em
e bassy in Washington, where, I presume, lie air

l his bride will make their home. He is a brillian
f officer of artillery, and a great favorite In al
e branches of the American army, his coolnes.*
11 courage and amiability at Santiago making lib
r, a conspicuous Ugure on that variegated held,
b There is a certain chaos in society Ibis season

i. due more or less in the piques and petty cabal
t that add spice to the variety of life. Now. fo
f instance, we have one set disbandiug and anothe
n forming, a readjustment of the firmament, a

I. occasional eclipse and nebulae of withdrawing in
o portants. Occasionally a bright meteor flashe
d across our da?, led sight, burns a moment an

e then fades into a drowning darkness. This, o

d course, doesn't apply to the Townseud Burdens o

<1 to Mrs. Oil if* Harrlman. The Burdens are out to

t. xthe season, and Mrs. Harriman is merely enjo;
d injr herse'f in new spheres. Then the Harry M<
«. Viekars, have been graduated from the Oelrlchi
n set through the tutelage and grace of Willie h

IKE
BARBIERE."

-4
4
4

V -v ., .> *
jjfrjY- < X -l»f=»

j"\Cl& HARCCLLA SemeRicA. +i#*5^ i2.+

44-
*

E BARBiERE D| Si'vVGLIS." *

rit as Basilio, Surprises and
acomo Minkowsky That
Stage To-day.
Apropos of Carupanari, who, as (ho Barber, wa*

really the star of (lie opera, astonished and deightedwith his beautiful upper notes, reaching <1
ind A as lightly as a lyric tenor. His Figaro is too
ivell established to need commendation.
Hurrah for Eduard de Reszke! Wnat other

basso profundo in the world could -amuse as ho
lid with his rich co'mcdv. It was a revelation,
rho audience found it so. Everybody knows his
musical qualities: few appeared to have suspected
the comedy talent he displayed last ljight.
Pini-Corsi would have made one of the biggest

hits of his life if it had been he, hut it wasn't, the
printed programme to the contrary not.withstand-

programme, tlie audience warmed up to him immensely.He wad as comic as De Wolf Hopper,
and all through the audience ran whispers of.
"Pini-Corsi! I'inK'orsi." This was rather hard
on Dufriche. who it really was that played the
part of Bartolo. Dufriche. the old reliable artist,
always ready, was as good as Pini-Corsi possibly
could have beep.
Bauermeister.also the ever-ready and the

ways welcome.was Bertha^ t>he sang her simple
aria simply and beautifully,.

it was a very good and spirited performance of
"II Barbiere di Siviglia." Maneinelli, who knows
it hy heart, condueted in a manner that, showed
his predilection for the old school of Italian
opera.
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Vanderbllt, while, on the other hand, the Jimmy
Breese contingent has fader] into innocuous desup

/tude for the season. Also the Howard Constable?,
of whom we heard a great deal some months ago,
have apparently withdrawn, and we shall have no

word from them at all.
F suppose the renewed successes of the MeIVickars are due to their intelligence, tact and

» amusing qualities, something with which Willie K.
t will forever hedge himself about as doth a king.
So on with the dance- it's a great year! Push
open the gates, strike the note of praise, attune

* the shawms to the frenzied royal ear. and.and .

1 well, quod avernum!
I'ttAr t irvueirininnf'KEP

/ Notes of Society.
Mrs. Anson Phelps Flokes's "ha! poudre" this

evening at her residence, No. '-'29 Madlscn arenue.

. promises to lie extremely picturesque. The girls
will all be dressed alike. In gowns of white organdietrimmed with holly,

ri The second of the I>e Coverlet dances will be
t held at Sherry's tills evening.
II The second of the series of tanres arranged by

H. I>. Mills will take place his evening at Del-'
n monieo's.

The fifth of Elliott Sehenck's explanatory re- >
'itals at the piano on Wagner's music dramas wiii
be held fills morning in the Berkeley Lyceum. Mi.

s Sehenek's subject will be "Tristan ttnd Isolde.''
r The recitals are under the patronage of Mrs. W.
,. Bayard Cutting, Mrs. Charles l». Stlckney, Mrs. B.
Aymar Sands. Mrs. .lames !,. Barclay, Mrs. Frerl11erlck II. Benedict, Mrs. I. Townsend Burden and

i- others.
s Mrs. Oliver li. P. Belmont will sail for Europe ou

d the Campania 011 Saturday.
f Mrs. Nicholas Fish is having erected at the north

entrance of the Tuxedo Park a large brick building.which will tie dedicated to the memory of her
r son. Hamilton Fish. Jr. On the corner stone Is the

Inscrlntion. 'In the loving memory of Hamilton
Fish. Jr.. Sergeant I S. Vol. Cavalry, rtilled In
battle June 21, 1S'-Hi." The building wl he used
as a library and public bath. Hamilton 'eh, Jr..

I., was with-Colonel Kooserelt's RoygU R T*


